HH:—HH?‘I I( )rl" I I\Wr||
FE NN

VI

af |f£nn_ﬁ'hr.rﬁr{:;

l ike m: iy Indian girls, Babneer Lakhesar grew up under the
4prying eyes of 1|n"| neoLs aunties——the disznt relatives, friends
of family, each with nunmln.uninpmi:m on just about anything,
That she moved to Torone from Bhatinds at age six didni che ange
anything, Which is why Last year, upon graduating from OCAD
University, she creared an alrer g Babbu the Painter. Someone
who uses her art to comment on ides of femninism and identity, She
paints the aunties—and occasional musachiosd unces—in different
avarars, as bikers in leather jackers, with ke and ratroos, behind b i
round sunglasses. She also uses these characters on posters, pins an d

parches, bags, socks, and -.|c-"|1||1¢_r,, A favourite is the denim jacker
with the word ‘Bakwaas’ painted on the back. Here, the 23- -year-old,
who counts "~1i-1d-c F{-::Iin--.mmng her 27 L“m']l'l.ﬂ!d.l_,rl'ﬂ fans, talks
to fezaar abour her work and inspiration,

POP \RT

Babneet Lakhesar's salivical petindings
of frelicen couniies ,I"ar:.-;.;ﬁu';.r;*,r'rf.rf frep
thousandls of fans, inclading the likes

On the infamous ° aunty”: “She was alw ays 4 prominent
character in life, telling you what you could or couldnt do.
My parents are progressive, bur if yvou're Indian or South
Asian, you alw: ays have people in your family judge whar
you do, [[»nu[wmgnng yiui escape, Even now, [ see many
girls who don't drink or wear shorr blouses ar some partics.

On the resonance of *Balowaas’:
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“It's a word that my mom

i, and its catchy: [ started 1o incorporate it into my
work and it got a very sudden reaction. | made it because
it was just something [ wanted, but [ realised other
did, too,”

On Mindy K.:l]ll!g She staned followin g me on Instagram and
would like or comment on photos. A few months ago, | received
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an email from her project mian ager, saying they wanted to use
a painting for Season 5 of The Mindy Projece. It's the one with

three au nm-. wearing s 1||.L| 155es, and | '1-;-||--u_ its hanging in

her [} thiri’s| bedroom. Ihere’s one from my friend Maria
Qamar .u:|| wecopy), and one that we creared together.”

On new work: “Maria and [ are working on a show called Sabia
which will have a lot to do with the idea of looking ar something
thar makes you think of the word hakwaas, bur is aestherically
pleasing, For instance, a jean jacker on which I'll paint Kurkure
or Maggi packets—something that's *bakwaas’, but someth ning

that you would wear. I'm very inspired by Jeremy Scor.”
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